ROACHES AND THEIR CONTROL
GERMAN ROACHES

German roaches actually originated in Asia and are the most prolific of the cockroaches.  Each egg case the female produces may carry up to 50 new little roaches.  And those little guys (and girls) can be ready to produce MORE roaches in less then nine weeks, if conditions are right.  At this rate, you could be up to your ears in roaches in no time.  

The good news is that German roaches don’t live outside.  They are only associated with man, living almost exclusively in our homes and do not spread between homes unless you live right next (attached) to someone who does not care.  German roaches are inside bugs.  German roaches migrate from house to house because you take them with you, in your belongings or in packages and cartons, you bring in from somewhere that has an infestation of these creatures.

PREPARING FOR THE EXTERMINATOR

BEFORE THE EXTERMINATOR ARRIVES

Clean under stove, stovetop, refrigerator, dishwasher, trash compactor, and under the sink.  It will be necessary for you to empty out your kitchen and bathroom cabinets, and any other area where you have a problem, vacuuming and cleaning out all debris from inside the cabinets.  You do this to eliminate as much of the alternative food sources the roaches are used to getting.  If your cabinets are squeaky clean, the roaches will have only the bait to eat.  This will result in the bait acting much faster.  The cleaner, the better.  Do not forget to remove any shelf paper and any other roach buttons or bait stations that you or others have installed.  No items of any sort should be left inside the cabinets when the exterminator treats the area.  Vacuum up as many alive and dead roaches prior to our visit and remove the vacuum bag, seal it up in a garbage bag and dispose of it outside.
AFTER HE LEAVES

YOU WILL NEED TO BE OUT OF THE HOME FOR 1-2 HOURS AFTER THE TECHNICIAN TREATS.  HE WILL INFORM YOU OF THE TIME LIMIT AND IF YOU WILL NEED TO EMPTY THE CABINETS FOR THE NEXT SERVICE BEFORE YOU LEAVE, YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO STAY IN THE HOME ONCE HE STARTS TREATMENT.  
Do not use any insecticides at all after the technician leaves.  No Raid, no boric acid, no nothing.  You will interfere with what the exterminator puts down, and could completely negate his work.  
Allow 24 hours before returning your belongings back into the cabinets; wipe down w/ a damp cloth all horizontal surfaces first.  Use a vacuum to clean up any dead roaches after service.  The treatment of roaches uses a variety of methods, using sprays, baits and dusts.  Any one or all may be used on your problem, and the serviceman will advise you on what you can and can’t do.
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FOLLOW-UP TREATMENTS

Are they needed?  Yes.  Your technician will advise you on what to expect.  Usually, for future treatments, it will not be necessary for you to clean out cabinets depending on the severity of you infestation.  Your technician will advise you on conducive conditions that need to be remedied or cleaning habits that need to be implemented.
PROGNOSIS
Usually, we can get rid of your roach problem with our treatment spread over one year, but there are factors that may first have to be overcome.  Naturally, the ultimate success depends a great deal on the co-operation the exterminator gets from the occupants.  If there is not complete co-operation, there will not be complete success.  

If you live in an apartment, your landlord should supply the exterminator.  Call him immediately.  Make sure he sends a REAL exterminator, not the maintenance man.  If you live in a free-standing house that is not attached to other houses, your roach problem can be cured 100 per cent.  If you are in a row house or are attached to another home, it will depend on your neighbors.  In multi-family dwellings, this is even more important and EVERY apartment must co-operate fully.

